
 

 

 

OPEN ELECTIVE 

 

Course Objectives  

Code Details 

CO 1 Understand the establishment of British rule and the early responses to 

colonialism. 

CO 2 Explore the emergence of nationalist consciousness and the shift from moderate to 

assertive politics. 

CO 3 Examine the transformative role of Mahatma Gandhi and the evolution of mass 

civil disobedience. 

CO 4 Analyse the final phase of the freedom struggle, including World War II, Quit 

India, and the road to Partition. 

 

Course Outcome  

After the successful completion of the course the students will be able to 

Code Details 

CO 1 Analyse the establishment of British rule in India and the early responses to 

colonialism. 

 

CO 2 Examine the background of the origin of Indian National Movement 

CO 3 Analyse different trajectories of the National Movement 

CO 4 Understand the transformative role taken by Mahatma Gandhi to make it a mass 
movement 

Course  Indian Freedom Struggle 

Course type OPEN ELECTIVE 

Code  HIS07 E504 

Credits  4 



 

SYLLABUS 

Module No Particulars 

1 Foundations of Colonial Rule and Early Resistance (1757–1885) 

1. The Battle of Plassey and the rise of the British East India 

Company 

2. Economic and administrative impact of colonial policies 

3. Social and cultural consequences of British rule 

4. Early revolts: Sanyasi-Fakir Rebellion, Vellore Mutiny 

5. The Revolt of 1857: causes, course, consequences 

6. Formation of the Indian National Congress (1885) and early 

moderate politics 

 

Reading List for the 

Unit 

Bipan Chandra, India’s Struggle for Independence, Penguin, 1987 

Sumit Sarkar, Modern India, Macmillan, 1983 

Bipan Chandra, Essays on Colonialism, Orient Blackswan, 

Hyderabad,2000. 

 

2 Rise of Nationalism and Mass Movements (1885–1919) 

7. Growth of Indian nationalism: socio-religious reform 

movements 

8. Extremist phase: Bal GangadharTilak, LalaLajpat Rai, Bipin 

Chandra Pal 

9. Partition of Bengal (1905) and Swadeshi Movement 

10. Formation of the Muslim League (1906) 

11. Ghadar Movement and Home Rule Leagues 

12. Impact of World War I and the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 

13. JallianwalaBagh Massacre and the Rowlatt Act 

 

Reading List for the 

Unit 

SekharBandyopadhyay, From Plassey to Partition, Orient Blackswan, 

2004 

A.R. Desai, Social Background of Indian Nationalism, 1946 

Ishita Banerji Bube, History of Modern India, 

3 Gandhian Era and the Struggle for Swaraj (1919–1939) 

14. Gandhi’s arrival and ideology: Satyagraha and Ahimsa 

15. Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–22) 

16. Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–34) and Salt March 

17. Round Table Conferences and the Government of India Act 



(1935) 

18. Role of women, peasants, and marginalised communities 

19. Rise of revolutionary movements: Bhagat Singh, Chittagong 

Armoury Raid 

Reading List for the 

Unit 

Judith Brown, Gandhi’s Rise to Power, Cambridge University 

Press, 1972 

Ramachandra Guha, Gandhi: The Years That Changed the 

World, Penguin, 2018 

4  Towards Independence and Partition (1939–1947) 

20. Impact of World War II on Indian politics 

21. Quit India Movement (1942): causes and consequences 

22. Subhas Chandra Bose and the INA 

23. Cripps Mission and Cabinet Mission Plan 

24. Communal tensions and the role of the Muslim League 

25. Mountbatten Plan and the Indian Independence Act (1947) 

26. Partition and its human cost 

 

Reading List for the 

Unit 

Mushirul Hasan, India Partitioned, OUP, 1984 

Bipan Chandra et al., India’s Struggle for Independence, Penguin, 

1987 

 

5 Open End Module: 

Students should individually do a project based on a research 

problem and the final report is to be submitted in digital and hard 

form 

 

General Reading 

List 

A.R. Desai, The Social Background of Indian Nationalism, Popular 

Prakashan, 2005 (1948). 

Ayesha Jalal, The Sole spokesman: Jinnah, the Muslim League, and 

the Demand for Pakistan, Cambridge University Press, New York, 

1985. 

Anthony Smith, Theories of Nationalism, Holmes & Meier, New 

York, 1983. 

AshisNandy: The Intimate Enemy: Loss of Self Under Colonialism, 



OUP, New Delhi, 1988. 

Benedict Anderson,Imagined Communities, Verso, London, 1965. 

Bipan Chandra (ed.), The Indian Left: Critical Appraisal, Vikas, New 

Delhi, 1983. 

------------------------, The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism 

in India: Economic Policies of Indian National Leadership, 1880-

1905,  New Delhi, 1966. 

Gyanendra Pandey, The Ascendancy of the Congress in Uttar 

Pradesh, Anthem Press, 2002. 

K N Panikkar, Against Lord and State: Religion and Peasant 

Uprisings in Malabar, 1836-1921, OUP,New Delhi, 1989. 

Mushirul Hasan (ed.), India's Partition: Process, Strategy and 

Mobilization, OUP. 1993. 

Mridula Mukherjee, Peasants in India's Non-Violent Revolution: 

Practice and Theory, Sage, 2004. 

M.S.S. Pandian, Brahmin and Non-Brahmin: Genealogies of the 

Tamil Political Present, Permanent Black, 2007. 

Nicholas B. Dirks, Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of 

Modern India, Princeton University Press, 2001, 

Partha Chatterjee, Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and 

Postcolonial Histories, Princeton University Press, 1994. 

Partha Chatterjee, Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World: A 

Derivative Discourse, University Of Minnesota Press, 1993. 

S Irfan Habeeb (ed.), Indian Nationalism: The Essential Writings, 

Aleph Book Company, 2017. 

SangariKumkum and SudeshVaid, (ed), Recasting Women: Essays in 

Colonial History, Zubaan Kali for Women, 1989. 



Sumit Sarkar, Beyond Nationalist Frames, Permanent Black, 2002. 

Sumit Sarkar, Swadeshi Movement in Bengal: 1903-1908, People's 

Publishing House, 1973. 

University Of Minnesota Press, 1993. 

Valerian Rodrigues, The Essential Writings of B R Ambedkar, OUP, 

2002. 

 

 

 


