CCSS -2024

Title of the Course: Introduction to
Western Epistemology

(Open Elective)

Credits : 4
Code : PHIO7E501
Prerequisites : NIL

Course Description

This is an introductory course to familiarize
students with the theories related to
epistemology. Epistemology is the study of
the nature, scope, and limits of knowledge
and justification. The objective is to develop a
critical, reflective and historical awareness
on issues relating to theory of knowledge.

Course outcome

At the end of the course, the students will be
able to:

1. analyse the conditions of knowing

2. connect the epistemological issues to
other areas of enquiry

3. to critically analyse the views and
arguments in the field of epistemology

Module I: Knowledge and Scepticism
Themes for lecture/discussion
What is Knowledge? Views on the nature of

knowledge. Rationalism, Empiricism,
Tripartite analysis of Knowledge, Scepticism:
Descartes, First Meditation, Humean

Scepticism, Kant’s Transcendental Conditions
of Understanding
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Readings for Seminar and Presentation:

1. John Cottingham (Ed): Western
Philosophy: An Anthology, Blackwell,
1996, (1-41)

2. Michael Huemer (Ed) Epistemology
Contemporary Readings, Routledge, 2002,
(131 -151)

3. Jonathan Dancy. An Introduction to
Contemporary Epistemology, Blackwell,
1985 (Relevant Portions)

4. Rene Descartes. Mediations on First
Philosophy

5. Jennifer Trusted. An Introduction to the
Philosophy of Knowledge, Macmillan,
1981(147-199)

6. DW. Hamlyn. Theory of Knowledge,
Macmillan, 1970 (Relevant Portions)

7. Robert Audi. Epistemology: A
Contemporary Introduction to the Theory
of Knowledge, Routledge, 1998. 214-238

Module II: Gettier Problem and Responses
Themes for lecture/discussion

Gettier's  Problem; Richard Feldman’s
Critique of Gettier’'s problem; Roderick
Chisholm: The Myth of the Given;
Undefeated justified true belief; Alvin
Goldman's Causal Analysis of the Concept of
Knowledge; Robert Nozick’s Conditional
Theory of Knowledge.

Readings for Seminar and Presentation:
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. Michael Huemer (Ed) Epistemology

Contemporary Readings, Routledge, 2002,
(444 -490)

. Roderic. Chisholm. Theory of Knowledge,

Prentice Hall, 1966 (Relevant Portions)

Keith Lehrer. Knowledge, Clarendon, 1974
(215-235)

Ernest Sosa and Jaegwon Kim
(Eds)Epistemology: An Anthology,
Blackwell, 2000 (Relevant Portions)

. John Greco and Ernest Sosa (Eds.) The

Blackwell Guide to Epistemology,
Blackwell, 1999

(Relevant Portions)

Module III: Foundationalist and Naturalist
Concern

Themes for lecture/discussion

Laurence Bonjur: Can Empirical Knowledge
have a Foundation? W.V Quine: Epistemology
Naturalized

1.

Ernest Sosa and Jaegwon Kim
(Eds)Epistemology an Anthology,
Blackwell, 2000 (Relevant Portions)

. John Greco and Ernest Sosa (Eds.) The

Blackwell Guide to Epistemology,
Blackwell, 1999

(Relevant Portions)
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