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This course critically examines the historical background of epidemics and how 

epidemics were managed under Western Biomedicine (Allopathic) as a part of colonialism. It 

also deals with the concept of health and diseases in Western and Non-western countries. The 

course also tries to analyze how European Medicine achieved an ideological domination over all 

other forms of medical practices during the heydays of colonialism through the world. 

Colonization apparently brought Western Medicine in to the Indian subcontinent and the same 

got institutionalized during the heydays of British colonialism in India. Prevalence of various 

epidemics was one of the reasons for its advent. And therefore, this course will also help students 

to analyze historically various stages of the growth of Western Medicine as part of colonization 

in the non-western countries, particularly India. 

Learning Outcome. 

There is apparently a close connection between epidemics and the growth and 

dissemination of western medicine throughout the world. And this connection has been further 

strengthened with the onset of colonization of non-European provinces by major European 

powers. Epidemics had posed major threats to the progress and smooth functioning of 

colonization. This apparently led the colonial powers to introduce Western medical practice in 

the colonies which in turn helped for an epistemological advancement. Thus, Western medicine 

grew along with colonization. Therefore, this course will enable students to acquire knowledge 

on how epidemics helped for the growth of Western Medicine both in Europe as well as in the 

Colonies during colonialism. Further, students will also be able to analyze whether epidemics in 

the colonies helped Western Medicine to acquire epistemological hegemony over other medical 

practices. 

 



 

 

Module 1: 

Concept of Health and Diseases in History-Epidemics in History-Origin-Historical 

Background-Epidemics in Athens-Malaria in Ancient Rome-Epidemics in Modern 

Europe-Smallpox, Malaria, Plague-Cholera in Europe-Spanish Flu etc. 

Module 2: 

Diseases and Western Medicine-Western or European?-Discourses- Galen and 

Hippocrates-Medicine in the Age of Commerce (1600-1800)-Medicine and New 

Imperialism (1880-1914)-Medicine in the Age of Decolonization- Resistance 

against Epidemics-Epidemic Resistance Policies in Europe-Origin of Vaccines-

Medical Institutions-Dispensaries and Hospitals. 

Module 3: 

India under British colonization-EEC and Monopoly Trade- Epidemics- Medicine 

as Cultural Tool-Epidemics Resistances-Smallpox Vaccination-Public Health -

Tropical Medicine-Discourses-Indian Medical Service-Sanitation Activities. 

Module 4 

European Medicine in Colonial Kerala-Smallpox vaccination-Malabar, Cochin and 

Travancore- Missionaries and European Medicine-Epidemic Resistances in 

Malabar and Travancore-Public Health in Colonial Travancore-State and European 

Medicine-Grant in Aid System etc. 
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