
MCJ 7E 503 - HEALTH COMMUNICATION

Semester Category Class Credits Hours per Week
I Open Elective Theory 4 4

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to provide an overview of concepts that lie at the intersection of mass
communication and public health. Here we examine the potential impact of media content on
public health outcomes, both as a product of individuals’ everyday interaction with media and
as a result of strategic use of media-based efforts to accomplish public health goals. The
course explores different dimensions of health communication and throws light on its
significance in the present day context. The five modules include diverse areas such as
strategies for effective public health communication, crisis communication, theoretical
approaches so as to ensure a wider perspective.

COURSE OUTCOMES

At the end of the course the learners shall be able to:

CO1: Gain a clear perspective about the significance of health and health
communication in society
CO2: Analyse effectively health campaigns and schemes of Government and
nongovernmental agencies.
CO3: Analyse media content, advertisements related to health communication
CO4: Write and edit news stories related to health.
CO5: To gain a basic understanding of related theoretical frameworks

OUTCOME MAPPING

Course Outcomes X Programme Specific Outcomes

COs PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 PO9
CO1 S S L L L L M L M
CO2 L S M M S M S L M
CO3 S S M M S L S M L

CO4 S S M S L L S S L
CO5 S L L L S S L L S

S=Strong, M= Medium, L= Low
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SYLLABUS

Module I

Health

Introduction to human health- physical, social, psychological, well being of individuals;
Overall health of a population is determined by income, education, gender,
employment, housing etc (Social Determinants of Health-SDH), Reduction of disparities,
Vulnerable segments, Government and health care, Health literacy.

Module II

Health Communication

Introduction to health communication, Significance of health communication in present
day context, Status of Health Problems in India, WHO, UN - Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Communication for Health
(C4H), Persuasive health communication, Barriers in health communication.

Module III

Health Communication in Media

Media portrayal of health, Public health reporting through dissemination of health
news, medical research and health policies
Role and duties of public health reporter: informing and educating people about health
issues, Health news reporting and writing, Ethics, Health misinformation,
Health communication in digital era: new trends- health information and the internet,
e-Health applications, Social media and health communication.

Module IV

Crisis communication in health, Pandemics, Advertising and health communication

Module V

Case studies of - Campaigns against Polio, AIDS/HIV, health misinformation products;
Campaigns to build awareness on mental health, Millets.

38

Page 35 of 112



READINGS:

1. Health Communication in the 21st Century (2nd ed.), by Wright, Sparks & O'Hair.
2. Mass Communication and Public Health: Complexities and Conflicts, Charles Atkin

& Larry Wallack (Eds.)
3. Communicating about health: Current issues and perspectives, 4th ed. New York:

Oxford University Press. du Pré, A. (2014).
4. Mass Media and Health Communication in India Paperback – 1 January 2017 by

Mekam Maheshwar
5. The Power of the Media in Health Communication By Valentina Marinescu 2016
6. Encyclopedia of Health Communication Three Volume Set Edited by: Teresa L.

Thompson - University of Dayton, USA
7. Communicating Health Strategies for Health Promotion Edited by: Nova Corcoran -

University of South Wales, UK
8. Media and Health Clive Seale - University of London, UK, Brunel University, UK
9. Working on Health Communication Nova Corcoran - University of South Wales, UK
10. Health Communication Edited by: Gary L Kreps - George Mason University, USA
11. Health Communication Message Design Theory and Practice Edited by: Hyunyi Cho
12. The Ohio State University, USA, Purdue University, USA
13. Shashikant Ahankari: A Crusader for Rural Healthcare by Kalyan Shankar, Ira

Deulgaonkar, EPW, September 30, 2023.

LINKS

1. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv12sdvgj.15
2. http://www.jstor.org/stable/45152157
3. https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.11895525.12
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